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ADVERTISEMENT. 


conceives of the Deputies to 


whom it is directed, not as the || 
Repreſentatives of the whole Bo- 26 g 
dy of Proteſtant Diffenters in 
England, but as a number of 


gentlemen deputed from the ſe- 
veral congregations in and about 
London, to which they belong, 


Po et two from eneh) to meet, 


„ 


11 

caſes brought before them, in 
which the civil rights of the par- 
ties who apply are either invad- 
ed or threatened. And to many 
ſuch they have afforded aſſiſtance, 
or inſtruction to gooq; purpoſes. 
For inſtance, complaints being 
made to them of juſtices of the 
Peace refuſing to regiſter places 
intended for the publick worſhip 
of Proteſtant Diſſenters; on in- 


formation, and remonſtrances 


from theſe Deputies, they have 
thought themſelves obliged to 
regiſter them. 


Upon being informed of riots 
committed in ſuch places when 


iii 


lawfully regiſtered, the aggreſſors 
have been brought to condign 
puniſhment. 


When diſſenting Miniſters have 
complained to them of being 
maliciouſly appointed to pariſh- 
offices, from which they are 
exempted by law, theſe De- 
puties have procured them relief. 


They have obliged ſeveral cler- 
gymen to read the Burial-Service 
over the graves of Diſſenters, 


who had, in former inſtances, re- 


fuſed to do it, and to make 
their acknowledgments tor ſuch 


omiſſions of duty. 
a 2 


* 


They have protected diſſenters 
from the claims which clergymen 
have made for the baptizing chil- 
dren which their own miniſters 
have baptized— for churching \ wo- 
men who were never in thei 
churches—and for burying their 


dead which their miniſters have 
buried in their Own | burying: 


grounds. 


Other caſes of the like nature 


have been brought before theſe 


gentlemen, in which they ap- 
pear to have ated with a de- 


gree of ſpirit and prudence that 


has done them honour, + 


Upon being applied to 'A. D. 
1767, to ſettle a diſpute, be- 
tween two * contending parties 
in a congregation of Diſſenters, 
they wiſely declined interfering; 
and aſſigned this reafon in their 
minutes that they conſidered it, 
as the proper buſineſs of the Depu- 
tation or Committee, to deſend 
the civil rights of the Diſſenters 
| againſt oppreſſions, and not to 
ſettle diſputes and controverſies 
in their own churches. Whether 
they have adhered impartial ly 
to that line of condu& ever ſince 
this writer does not wiſh to ſay. 
But this he thinks, they cannot 
deviate from it, without going out 


vi 

of their province: Nor -can he 
conſider them, however conf. 
dent of the equity of their claim, 


and ſanguine in their expetta- 


tions from it, ſufficiently author. 
ized either by principles of their 
own, or by any power with which 
they are intruſted by virtue of 
their deputation, to bring forward 
a buſineſs, hke that now before 
them, in which all the Diſſenters 
in England are concerned, with- 
out knowing the general ſenſe 
of the Body, for which they un- 
dertake to act. He may have 
miſtaken both them and their 
appointment; but he has the 
ſatisfaction to know, that he has 


vit 
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PS Since the above was 
written, a Letter has been cir- 
culated from the Chairman of 
the Committee, conſiſting of twen- 
ty-one of the Deputies. To the 
liſt of which are annexed, the 
names of many other reſpecta- 
ble Gentlemen; called in to give 
countenance and ſupport to the 
undertaking; which they will cer- 
tainly be able to do, as ſeveral 
of them are Members of Parlia- 
ment. Whether the Committee 
was thus enlarged by the general 
voice of the Deputation, or merely 


viii | 
by themſelves, does not appear: 
Bat it is rather ſingular that they 
{held be called an enlargement of 
the Cummittee ofthe Deputies from 
our diſſenting Congregations, as it 
15 well known many of them have 


no connection with any ſuch con. 
gregations, but are members of the 


church of England. 


A 


LETTER 


— — LEED — 


: GENTLEMEN, 


Your Wiſe and ſpirited exertions in ſup- 
port of the civil rights of the Diſſenters beſpeak 
the moſt grateful acknowledgements of the 
Body at large, as well as of many individual 
perſons and ſocieties, relieved by you from 
the illegal impoſitions of their miſguided op- 


ponents, 


And though I am io unhappy as to differ 
from you in opinion of the propnety of 
Your preſent meaſures, I wiſh to preſerve and 

f 


( 4 ) 
expreſs, upon this and every occaſion, the 
reſpect due to your perſons and characters; 
and ſhall ever retain a grateful remembrance 
of your many ſervices in the great cauſe of 


chriſtian liberty. 


Your candour will, I truſt, give me credit 
when I aſſure you that the few lines I now 


take the liberty of directing to you, by no 


means proceed from an affeation of ſingulari- 


ty, or a diſpoſition to take the lead on the ſide 


of oppoſition to my brethren, 


I am conſcious of undertaking the ſubje& 
under many diſadvantages; and have therelore 


wiſhed to be prevented by an abler hand, 


As I have not yet ſeen or heard of any 
thing upon the ſubje&, I have felt my ſelf 


(ſhall I ſay ?) compell'd to make the attempt; 


though it be to offer ſentiments inconſiſtent 


with thoſe of Gentlemen of whoſe judgment, 


Le are Rn nn CCAIR 
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in many things, I have the higheſt opinion, 


And I am the rather encouraged in ſuch an 


undertaking as I am pei ſuaded you will not, 


cannot, be offended with any one for think- 
ing differently from yourſclves; as many of 
you are frequently declaring your predilection 
in favour of liberality and free thinking, 
equa:ly on the ſubjects of human policy and 


2 divine revel:tion. I ſhail therefore take the 


liberty of addreſſing you without reſerve: 
And if I conceal my name for a waile, it is 
not that I may ſay any thing that I ſhould 
be afraid or aſhamed openly to avow, but 
merely that it may not prejudice any reader 
either ſor or againſt the principles advanced, 
or the arguments by which they are ſup- 
ported. If they appear to you without force, 


they muſt leave you without conviction 


but if, on the other hand, they approve 


themſelves to your impartial judgment, as 
honeſt, good men, you will act upon them, 
B 2 
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But before we enter more directly on the 
merits of the queſtion, permit me to appeal 
to your candid and ſober reflections, Have 
you not been rather haſty in your firſt reſolu- 
tions and proceedings? You have under- 


taken to repreſent a large body, and to act 


for them in an affair of no inconſiderable 


magnitude. 


Report ſays, you have not only reſolved to 
take up this matter, but have actually ap- 


plied to his Majeſty's Miniſter, and to other 


Members of the Houſe of Commons, in the 
name and behalf of the whole Body of Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters: And that without ſo— 


much as knowing, or taking any ſteps to 


know, the ſenſe of one in a thouſand of that 


Body. Is this a fact ? ſurely, Gentlemen, 
if it is, you have not acted in this buſineſs 


with your uſual delicacy, 


If you deſire admiſſion into corporations, 


&c. Without the Teſt, you have undoubt- 


Fs Tt 
edly a right to apply. But you wiſh not to 


confine the privilege to yourſelves, ſo far is 
kind: Yet ſhould you not have firſt known 
whether your brethren deſire it, or would 
account it a privilege ? Strenuous as you 
are in aſſerting the right of private judgment, 
you would not perhaps be well pleaſed if 
any other body of Diſſenters though ten 


times your number ſhould ditate to you, 


even in matters of leſs moment, I do not 


take upon me to ſay what 1s the general 
opinion of the Diſſenters on the expediency 
of your preſent application to Parliament. 
This I can ſay, that I am not alone in wiſh- 
ing it had been omitted, But why not take 
their ſenſe before you had applied in their 


names ? 


You have not forgot the cauſe between 
the City of London and the Diſſenters in 
the name of Allen Evans, Eſq. and the deci- 
von of the Houſe of Lords upon it tho. 


( 8) 
_ of February, 1767. The Diſſenters 
ien availed themſelves of that as their pii- 
vilege, viz, their inelegibility to civil offices, 
which you now complain of as an hardſhip, 
Perhaps ſome now are of the ſentiments of 
their Fathers, and think themſelves happy 
in not being liable to be called out to theſe 
ſhewy, laborious and expenſive offices, 

I would not inſinuate that you were de ter- 
mined to judge for your Brethren; and to 
purſue a favourite object with or without their 
approbation. Yet, perhaps, ſome may infer 
the principle from the practice. But you 
Know, Gentlemen, that we all like to judge 
and to act for ourſelves. Had your petition 
only reſfected the Proteſtant Diſſenters in 
and about London and Weſtminſter, would 
the Deputies of their ſeveral congregations 
have paid an humiliating reſpe& to the 


Members of their ſeveral Societies, had they 


taken the ſenſe of the whole; or of perſons 


deputed by them at a meeting held for the 


4 


diſcuſſion of the ſubject? But, conſidering 


this as a meaſure in which all the Diſſenters 


in England are more or leſs concerned, 
will not many be ſurprized that it ſhould 
have been undertaken by a number of Gen— 
tlemen, though truly reſpect able, certainly 
very ſmall, when conſidered as acting ſor the 
whole Body? My principles, founded on 
reaſon and obſervation, convince me of the 
evil of monopolies of all kinds; and there- 
fore, ſingular as this ſpecies of them may 
appear to be, you will excuſe me if I bear my 
proteſt againſt it. Let us act together where 


our common intereſts are depending, I am 


one of thoſe old faſhioned Chriſtians who | 


think that, what of this nature we cannot do 


with general concurrence, we ought not to do 


at all, 


Had that appeared, I ſhould have hoped 
that ſome good might have ariſen from it, 
which I cannot at preſent diſcover, and the 


evils prevented which I now forebode, Ana 
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that, on the principle of the old adage, 


which, though liable to perverſion, would 
apply here, viz, vox populi, vox dei, But, 
diſmiſſing this thought, 


I am at a loſs to diſcover the ſeaſonableneſs 
or expediency of your application, You 
wiſh a door to be opened for admitting Diſ- 
ſenters as ſuch into corporations, &c. are 
we wanted in thoſe ſtations? when I ſay, 
wanted, I mean, are there not Gentiemen 
of circumſtances, abilities, and character, 
who make no ſcruple of qualifying as the 


Law directs? We ſhall hereafter touch 


upon the impoſition of the Teſt, on the one 


hand, and ſubmiſſion to it on the other— 


at preſent our only enquiry is, whether we 
Have ſuch apprehenſions of the Magiſtracy, 
&c. at this period, and think it ſo much 
more dangerouſly corrupt, than in the days 
of our fathers, as that it becomes the im- 


"mediate duty of Diſſenters, from the regard 


they owe to the ſafety and proſperity of ths 


It 
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ſtate, to aſſert their right of ſharing in tte 
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power and privilege of making and execut- 
ing the laws of our country. I have the 
pleaſure to know many Diſſenters, who, I 
have no doubt, would do honour, and 
prove bleſſings, to Britain, not only on a 
Bench of Juſtices, but in the Senate and 
in the Cabinet, And it is as notorious, on 
the other hand, that ſome legally qualified 
for ſuch ſtations would be a diſcredit to them, 
But if the former were permitted, probably 
many would decline, to fill them, from whoſe 
abilities, rank, and religious character the 
greateſt advantages might be expected: and, 
as to others, it is of little moment to their 


country whether they be Diſſenters or 


Church-men, 


J cannot think better of a bad man, (a 


libertine or a ſceptic for inſtance) . becauſe he 


calls himſelf a Diſſenter from the Church of 
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England: nor do I ever wiſh to ſee any 


man, be his religious profeſſion whatever 


it may, in a publick office of importance to 


his country, who is, in private life, a vile 
character. I ſay not this from an appre- 
henſion that corporations, &c. would be 
corrupted by the admiſſion of Diſſenters,— 
L do not believe it: I rather fear corpora- 
tions would injure them But of that here- 


aſter. All I ſhall ſay further here is, that 


I Hope they may do without us. Whether 


Diſſenters, in ſome inſtances, might not be 


valuable acceſſions to them, is another 


queſtion, 


I feel myſelf upon tender ground, and 
therefore wiſh to tread cautiouſly, compari— 


ſons are odious, I am free to declare, my 


- 


y 


opinion is, we have good and bad of both 
forts, Gentlemen of the Church of England 
will not, I hope, be offended if I with 


them better—nor my diſſenting Brethren if 


(2 ] 


I remind them there 1s yet room to mend. 
There 1s publick virtue among us, and I 
am pleaſed to obſerve it; but that plea- 
ſure would be very ſenſibly increafed if I 
could fay, with equal truth, that, we have 
among us, the purity and piety of our fore. 
fathers, This would render us more happy 
in private life, and more fit for public ſta- 


tions. 


Taking it for granted that the ſheet lately 
diſperſed among us intitled © The Caſe of 
% the Proteſtant Diſſſenters with reference 
to the Corporation and Teſt Acts“ was 
printed under your direct: on, I ſhall beg 
leave to conſider its contents as expreſſive 
of your ſentiments upon the ſubject. You 
there complain of it as an hardſhip, and 
* a mark of infamy“ on Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſcnters, to be excluded public offices, I 
freely acknowledge with you, that, the Act 
in 1661, which excluded them, marked 
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ſtrongly the intolerant ſpirit of the times in 
which it was paſſed; that it was in itſelf 
partial and unjuſt, and irrational in 
its requirements. But Lord Mans field 
accounts for it, in the truly noble and patri- 
otic ſpeech you refer to; © In thoſe times” 
(ſays his Lordſhip) „ the Diſſenters were 
c reputed and treated as perſons ill affected, 
and dangerous to the government.” But in 
theſe times of more liberality and light, as 
their principles are better underſtood, their 
perſons are conſequently treated with greater 
reſpect, nor can I conſider their excluſion from 
civil offices, by ſuch an act in ſuch times, a 
diſhonour to them, but to the Parliament that 
paſſed it. Men may be injured by oppreſſion, 
but it is no diſgrace to them. How far we 
are injured by this will be matter of future 
diſcuſſion Give me leave to ſay, in the 
mean while, I cannot ſuppoſe that you, 


Gentlemen, are conſidered as infamous for 


( 81 
refuſing to ſubmit to a religious Teſt, in 


order to qualify for a civil office, | 


No Member of the eſtabliſhed Church 
can deſyiſe you for maintaining conſiſtent 
characters; at leaſt none but thoſe whoſe ob- 
loquy would do you honour, Andas to your 
diſſenting brethren, they muſt revere all 
who thus act uprightly and uniformly, up- 
on their avowed principles, We have not 
leſs veneration for the memory of our ſore- 
fathers, becauſe they ſuffered the loſs of 
their property, their liberty and their lives, 
in the cauſ: of truth and purity, We leave 
rulers, who are appointed not to be a terror 
to good works, but to the evil, to anſwer 
to the Supreme Froprietor and Sovereign of 
Mankind, for all ſuch perverſion and abuſe 
of the power with which they are intruſted. 
Proteſtant Dillenters have undoubtedly a 
natural right to the honouis and privileges 


of that civil community, of which they 
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make not only, inoffenſive, but uſeful 


and reſpectable members ; eſpecially when 
they chearfully ſubmit, in common with 
their fellow ſubjefts, to its neceſſary bur- 
dens. But are we to infer from thence 


that it is, in all circumſtances, expedient, 


or even wiſe, to aſſert that right? Were 


you, by claiming an eſtate of fifty pounds 


a year, in danger of loling another of an 
kundied, your good ſenſe would immediately 
diſcover, that line of conduct which duty and 
intereſt concur to recommend. You ſay, 
how will this apply here? © It we get no- 
thing, we ſhall loſe nothing.” True, - But 
my apprehenſion is, not that you will be loſers 
by a diſappointment, but by your ſuccceſs. 
I ſhould be happy to find myſelf miſtaken : At 
preſent I have my fears, and am conſcious to 
no unfriendly diſpoſition in ſuggeſting them, 
You do not, you cannot flatter yourſelves, or 


your brethren, with expectations of pecuni- 


ary advantageous to be derived from it, If 


oo 1 
theſe acts are repealed, the Diſſenters may 
and muſt ſerve troubleſome and expenſive 
offices; ſome in which Gentlemen of taſte 
would have opportunities of exhibiting their 
genteel carriages, and liveries, and of ſpending 
five or ſix hundreds a year; but while the 

liſpoſal of poſts of profit is in other hands 


in vain may they look for the loaves and Shes. 


But you have no ſuch intere ſted 
views: permit me rather to addreſs you, as 
Gentlemen concerned for the cauſe of real re- 
ligion among the Diſſenters; eſpecially in 


vourſelves and your own more immediate 


connections. And have not you heard it 


remarked of Gentlemen who have ſought 


magiſtracies, that they have ſuſfered greatly 


in that reſpeQ, by their exaltation? True 
there have been, and I would hope, ſome 
of you might be, exceptions. I dare lay you 


hope it for youilelves, 


But pardon the freedom if 1 remind you of 


a truth recommended by an authority, which 
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1 know you revere, and confirmed by the 


experience of many generations—* the heart 


=? is deceitful above all things”. It has 


| deceived many who have made the experi- 


ment. They have been led 1mperceptibly 
by the ſnares inſeperable from public ſta. 
tions, into ſuch improprieties as they would 
have ſkrunk back from with abhorrence 
when in private life; and at the moſt diſtant 
intimations of which they would have re- 
torted * is thy ſervant a dog, that he ſhoul4 
“ do this?” The fact is too plain to be 


denied, and too ſerious to be trifled with. 


If they have not intirely put off their religion 


when they have put on their gowns, leſs of it 
has appeared, the longer they have worn 
them. The reaſons are obvious. Their 
time and attention have been employed 
on ſo many objects, and they have been in- 
troduced into ſuch connections, and en- 


gagements, either of public buſineſs, or en- 


tertainments, as have given their minds a new 
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taſte and turn; or, at beſt, have left them 


leſs leiſure, and, which is ſtill worſe, leſs 
inclination; for more ſerious, and intereſting 
employments, Allow me to ſpeak freely 
habits have hereby been contracted, by 
which their health has ben impaired; 
their circumſtances, and conſequently their 
neareſt and moſt valuable connections, in- 
jured; their private affairs deranged; their 
domeſtic happineſs, and even the peace of 
their own minds ſacrificed Uto their am- 


bition. 


The Chriſtian Societies with which they 
were connected, feel the want of their ſpi- 
rited exertions. They are in publick com- 
panies at thoſe hours, in which their 
lamilies need, and formerly enjoyed, the 
benefit of their religious ſervices; and, as 


to the exerciſes of retired devotion. - But 


I forbear, All I wiſh, is, that Gemlemen 
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| would think ſeriouſly, and think before it is 


* . 5 
A 


too late, and then act as judgment and 
it conſcience direct. Yet keep theſe two im- 
: portant objects in ſight, the intereſt of 1cal 
f religion around you, and that of (what, if you 
will allow me an old faſhioned phraſe I ſhould 
| call) the life of God in your own ſouls, 


and you will prefer a private, to a public 


mind you, here, of a weighty adage from 
a2 reſpectable pen, Solomon's ; “ A prudent 
* man foreſecth the evil, and hideth him- 


6 ſelf, but the ſimple paſs on, and are pu- 
& niſhed,” 


Some will perhaps ſay, would this writer 
perſuade us, we cannot be good magiſtrates 


without being bad men? By no means. 


He has {aid before, if bad men, you can— 
: 7 7 


not be good magiſtrates — Let, permit him 


now to expreſs a ſcar, that, if magiſtrates, 


you will got be better chriſtians, And, if 


tation 3 excule me, I am inclined to re. 


yo 


C 0 
re! 
thi 
fr1 


very few, who have made the experiment: 


and we have many reaſons to apprehend 


( 21 ) 


you purchaſe honour, or power, at the 


expence of your religion, (wealth, it has 
been ſaid already, is not to be expected; 
but if it was, that, and all the world can 
cither give or promiſe) you will find it | 
dear bought in the end, But © you ſhould | 
„be ſerving the public“ much might be 
replied to that plea : at preſent all I ſhall ſay, 
is, „ let others ſerve it, who have not 


your great intereſts to hazard.“ You ſay, 


„ why not ſerve both,” I anſwer few have, 


„J wiſh you may, if you do. If our views 
coincide, you ſee, that the preſent ſtate of 
religion among us, is ſuch, as to beſpeak 
the conſtant and zealous efforts of every 


friend, who wiſhes its ſupport and credit; 


that it will, and mult languiſh, (unleſs ſup- 

ported by miracles) if deſerted or neglected 

by perſons of your influence and abilities. 
- Dn 
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Obſerve, I did not ſay, the diſſenting inter- 
eſt, but that of real religion in it. Vet if 
the one decline, I defpair of the proſper- 
ity of the other : nor ſhould I make an 
effort, or expreſs a wiſh to ſupport that 
any longer than the great intereſts of evangeli. 
cal truth an d practical religion are promoted 
in it and by it. The honeſt ſolicitude the 
writer feels for their preſervati on and proſ- 
perity, and for your perſonal happinefs, as 
conneRed therewith, has extorted this addre(s 


, 


from him, 


Will you allow him to urge one thought 
farther ? Probably, at the firſt mention, 
it will ſurprize you, viz, the unhappy influ- 
ence, which the ſucceſs of your application 
might have upon the civil conſtitution, and 
the proteſtant intereſt, in Britain. But, 
before you laugh, read what he offers to 


explain, and conſitm the declaration, He 


muſt beg leave, firſt, to 1efer you to a 


4 


„ bf 


paragraph or two of the Caſe, mentioned 
above, in which, you do rot ſeem to 
have expreſſed yourſelves with your uſual 


preciſion, 


The firſt reaſon you there urge for the Re. 
peal of tneſe Acts, is, that * Every man, 
„ as it is now univerſelly acknowledged, 
„ has an undoubted right to judge ſor him- 
« ſelf in matters of Religion, nor ought 
„ his exerciſe of this right, to be branded 
with a mark of infamy.” The fifth, is 
$ The Oaths of Allegiance and jupremacy, 
„ and the declaration againſt tranſubſtan- 
© tiation, have, without the fſacramental 
r Teſt, been ſoun4 effeRual, for more than a 
century, to exclude Papiſts from both 


„ houſes of Parliament,” IJ admire the 


prudent precaution of your next reaſon, 


viz, that it will no way affect the 
#% eſtabliſhed Church.“ You were proba- 


. bly apprehenſive of an outcry from a 


„ 
certzin quarter * If theſe pillars are taken 
away, our Church 1s in danger,” But was 


I a clergyman of the Church of England, 


I ſhould be ſar more inclined to concur 


with you in a petition for the Repeal of 


the Teſt Act, than I am as a Proteſtant 


Diſſenter : that ſends many to the ſacrament 
of the Lords Supper there to whom, I ſhould 
be very unhappy to be obliged to admini- 
ſter it, and above all to give it them as 
a qualification for a civil office: you have 
juſtly cenſured this, as a hardſhip, on ſeri- 
ous conſcientious clergymen. There, Gentle- 
men, I think entirely with you; and conmſi- 
cer it as an impious proſtitution of an ordt- 
nance of Chriſt, as well as a cruel impoſi— 


tion both on clergy and laity in the church, 


But it is their buſineſs, not ours, to attend to 


that. 


Let us recur to vour firſt and fiſth rea- 


ſons compared, From the manner in which 


* 
7 
4 


1 


5 

you expreſs yourſelves in the former, we myft 
think you account it a mark of infamy 

e rendered inelegible to civil offices; afd 
ſuch an one as no man ought to be branded 
with for exerciſing his right of thinking ſor 
himſelf, But how came you, Gentlemen, 
lo ſoon to forget yourſelves, as in a ſentence 
or two, to congratulate vour country on the 
excluſion of the Papiits from both Houſes 
of Parliament” I am far from thinking the 
two caſes parallel, But the truth is, your firlt 
polition is vague and unguarded. Take it 
in its utmoſt extent, nay, in its moſt obvious 
meaning, and you have no right to exclude a 


Papiſt, a Mahometan or a Jew, on account 


of bis religious principles, ſrom any civil 


ollice in the ſtate, It is branding him with a 
mark of inſamy, which you ſay no man ought 
to be branded with, for thinking for himſe!F. 
He has an undoubted right fo to do.“ II 
your aſſertion means any thing, it means 


too much; and holds up a ſentiment which 


ks 


2 WS 4 


** 2 


4 — . wo . — — Bays 
. ]%˙ ³.JJ ͤ—nm m 
2 - EEE ES ESTI 


( 26 ) 


if ſtrictly and literally adhered to, would be 
immediately attended with unhappy conſe- 
quences, and might, in the end (though 
I am perſuaded that is fartheſt from your 
delign,) be ſubverſive of our happy conſti- 
tution. I am miſtaken if I could not 
mention many ſentiments, both political 
and religious, the avowed piofeſſors of which 
you would not by any means wiſh to ſee in 
public offices of importance to this 8 
try. You tacitly acknowledge this in 


your third Reaſon, in which vou aſſert, 


and with great juſtice and propriety, © That 


« Diſſenters (I preſume, you mean Pro- 
& teſtant—Diilenters) are well affected to 
„ his Majeſty, and the eſtabliſhed Govern- 
& ment, are ready to take the oaths required 
« by law, and to give the fulleſt proofs of 
& their loyalty,” Therefore they are entitled 
to their Country's honour, and the confidence 


of his Majeſty, It is very true, and I will add, 


1 


that thoſe ignorantly miſtake, or meanly 
miſrepreſent their principles, who ſpeak of 
them as, in any reſpect, unfriendly to 
the Britiſh Conſtitution, I am not afraid 
to challenge their worſt enimies, to produce 
a ſingle tenet, by which, they are diſ- 
tinguiſhed from their fellow ſubjects of 
the eſtabliſhment, of that natute or ten- 
cency. Nay, I will venture to affirm, that 
the preſent Government has not firmer 
friends, nor his Majeſty more affectionate 


ſubjects than the Proteſtant Diſſenters. 


Eere therefore I cannot but think, we 
may, and ought to diſtinguiſh, between 
one ſubje& and another, with reſpett to 
their ſentiments, as they appear friendly, 


or inimical, to the peace, liberty, and proſ- 


perity of a nation. It is well known, that 
this diſtinction runs through the whole of 
E 
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our conſtitution, ſrom the loweſt magiſtrate, 


to the ſovereign Nor would you wiſh it 


obliterated. You know, too well, the 
principles of Popery, to truſt your civil 
and religious libertics, in the hands of Roman 
Cathoiics, And yet, what you ſolicit, on 
the principles, which you urge to obtain 
it, would, I fear, be attended with conſe- 
quences of this nature, more ſerious and 
alarming than you may at preſent be aware 


of, 


Should you obtain a repeal of the Teſt 
Act, will not Papiſts, and their friends, 
take encouragement to hope from thence, 
upon your grounds, that every thing elle 
will be removed which now ſtands in the 
way of their advancement? You have re- 
pealed the Teſt and Corporation Akts, to 
open the doors ſor one Body of Diſſenters 
from your eſtabliſhment, why not take away 


the oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, 


k 
the declaration againſt tranſubſtantiation, 
&c, for the admiſſion of another? Pardon 
me, Gentlemen, if I ſay, I hope the 
Legiſlature will decide accurately on the 
important queſtion; and diſtinguiſh be- 
tween ſentiments, both political and reli- 
gious, which mav, and others that cannot 
ſafely be entruſted, either with the legiſ- 


lative or executive power in theſe kingdoms. 


You have ſuggeſted, that your applica- 
tion has merely for its object, the relief 
of the Proteſtant Diſſenters: And ſome 
may, probably approve of ſuch an exclu- 
five clauſe; but have you not involved 
yourſelves by it, into an unpleaſing dilem- 
ma ?—Either, we mult wiſh the previlege 
we ſeek, confined to ourſelves; and then 
we aft on principles, inconſiſtant with our 
avowed liberality of ſentiment—or, we are 
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opening a door, a wide door, for men 
of all principles, chriſtian, or antichriſ- 
tian, republican or arbitrary; as we ſay, 
no man ſhould be excluded for mere 
matters of opinion. You remember an old 
faying, of two evils, chuſe the leaſt.“ 
But is there in this caſe, no way of avoid- 
ing both? Permit me, to expreſs the wiſh 
I feel, that you would adopt it, and de- 
fiſt, I am not ſingular in my opinion, 
that a wiſe retreat, will do you mo KC 
nour (ſhall I fey?) Than a yes, 
than the moſt complete victory. Hav- 


ing drop'd that hint, it reminds me, of 


that much admir'd ſentence, of an ancient 
commander, when ſurveying the bloody 
trophies, of an expenſive victory, © ſuch 
& another victory, and I am ruined,” what, 
the ſucceſs of your meaſures, may coſt 
either yourſelves, or your children, and 
the cauſe, which you mean to ſerve, it 


is not for me to ſay, But ſhould your pe- 


* 
tition be granted, and granted upon the 
very broad bottom of your favourite 
maxim, I ſhould not wonder, though, 
perhaps you with me, may have occaſion 
to weep, if we fee it followed by another, 
from a body of men, who have their 
fiene in Britain, though, of principles 


* 
not,rfconfiſtant with ours, but ſubverſive of 


our happy conſtitution, 


Some will be ſurprized at the inſinuation; 
and ſay, perhaps, that man ſhould rather live 
in Turkey than in Britain, who can ſup- 
pole an extenſion of our liberty is like to 
do us any harm, Liberty is a very favourite 
term; and the liberty of chriſtians ought moſt 
certainly to be dear to us: but while we 
a0 upon that maxim of our holy religion, 
which requires us to {tand faſt in the liber- 
ty, wherewith Chriſt hath made us free; 


jet us fear, let us deteſt that licentiouſnefs 


lich too many attempt to digniſy and 
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trines, or governed by the precepts of divine 


to hold faith with thoſe about them, whom 


and all around them 


20 


ſanctify by that reſpeQalis name: I 


mea! 


that winch reſuſes to be guided by the doc 


revelation, And be as liberal as you may, con 


ſiſtent with the regard you ſeel for both. 


While men avow themſelves, not boun 1 


they brand with the name of heretics—— [0 
as 

While they aſlert that to plunder and mur- ee. 
der ſuch, is not only innocent but mai... 
torious, —while they reſuſe the laity, theW.... 
5 es oy 

uſe of the ſacred ſcriptures, in a language in 
they can unde: ſtand, as unſaſe, conſidering he 
them as incompetent judges of their mean Be 


ing— And, at the ſame time, aſſert the in!; 


fallibility of their eccleſiaſtical ſuperiors, and |.; 


A . 1 „ ; . ! FA 5 2 Bf 
their ſole right. of judging for themſelve fy 


While their pric!1 :; T 
; ' a 11; al : 
claim a power, of granting and ſelling av t. 
ſolution of paſt fins; and indulgence ſor fer. 
ture——1In ſhort, while Papiſts are Papi: t. 


nd Popery is the ſame——ſhall we rolls co 


ned: 
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unite in the petition „ From ſuch a reli- 
„gion, and from ſuch rulers, good Lord, 
(6 preſerve us 25 
Some have ſaid, „ we will claim our 
« right, and hazard the conſequences.” 
what ! all poſſible, or ſuppoſable conſequen- 
ces? or even thoſe of which we have 
ſuggeſted our apprehenſons, in ſome pre- 
ceding pages? Gentlemen mult be very 
warmly attached to a meaſure that will, 
purlue it at ſuch hazards; and ſacrifice 
intereſts ſerious and important as thoſe, at 
the flattering ſhrine of pomp and power, 
Be intreated calmly to reviſe your project, 
. 33 a 4 
is principle and its tendency. - And then 
let each lay his hand upon his heart, and 
lay, as beſore God Almighty,« 1S this 
& purely deſigned, is it apparently calculated 
to ſerve my natural, my civil, and my 
religious connections in their moſt impor- 


% tant intereſts? what if my family, 18 


* country, and the great cauſe of religion 


( 34 }) 


% and liberty among my Bretheren, by 


% preſent indulgence of this nature, ſhoule 
6 be materially injured?” Give me leay 
to ſay many around you have their appre 
henſions; and many whoſe underſtanding 
and judgment you cannot deſpiſe; not 
few to whoſe opinion you would hay 
paid fome deference had you thought prope 
to take it. The writer of theſe lines, with 
out pretending, to an univerſal correinond 


ence, has his reaſons for thinking, that coulc 


the ſenſe of the whole Body of Proteſtant Dil 
ſenters in England, be known upon th: 
queſtion, whether your petition ſhould b 


preſented to Parliament, (and that ſhou! 


have been known, beſore it had been pre 
ſented at all) you would have found a re 
ſpectable majority againſt it. 
5 0059 
The Legiſlature will judge, how far it is 
their wiſdom and duty to grant the repea! 


when many, for whoſe relief it is intendec 


E228; 


precate, rather than defire it, I ſhould 


by 
ſhoule mbly conceive they would expect the gene- 
leavil concurrence of the Body before they paſs 
appre 


ndin 


ch a Bill; and have reaſon to believe, it would 


for their good, and that of the community 


not large :—to ſerve which is the utmoſt, the 


havqhiy wiſh of, 
rope 

1 GENTLEMEN, 
With | 


J Your's, very reſpectfully, 


A PRoTESTANT DISSENTER, 
don: Feb. 13, 1787. | 
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